[Left thoracotomy: an alternative to median sternotomy in coronary bypass in cases of pericardial adhesions].
Coronary bypass on the circumflex artery network was performed by left thoracotomy in 5 patients. All presented with pericardial adhesions due to coronary artery surgery (n = 4) or to mediastinal irradiation (n = 1). The left thoracotomy route provides excellent exposure of the lateral aspect of the heart and may be an advantageous alternative to sternotomy when pericardial adhesions are present.